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          MAPLE RIDGE -  PITT MEADOWS  

CHRISTMAS HAMPER SOCIETY

November 8th, 2011
Press Release submitted by :Lorraine Bates – Co-Chair MRPMCHS

Phone: 604-463-6922

Email: lorraine@mrpmchristmashamper.org
         IT’S ALL ABOUT US
Who are we?   What are our goals?

Where & when to find us?  How you can help?

Who are we?   We are the Maple Ridge Pitt Meadows Christmas Hamper Society; we operate for two months a year and operate with 100% volunteers. Although most of our work is done in November and December, throughout the year our directors buy toys that are greatly reduced in price and then they are stored for the upcoming season. A very important fact to know is we do not at any time do residential door to door or telephone soliciting. We work closely and are recipients of toys from the Lower Mainland Christmas Bureau (toys that are collected from the Pan Pacific Hotel Pancake Breakfast and the Motorcycle Toy Run and then distributed to Christmas Bureaus throughout the lower mainland). We also receive toy donations from our local fire departments who organize the Firefighters for Families .program, toy donations from our two donation boxes situated in Valley Fair and Haney Place malls, West Coast Express Santa Trains, , local schools, preschools / daycares, businesses and individuals.  We receive cash from the Province Empty Stocking Fund, Haney Hotel Strip a Thon, Foxes Reach sports pool, SD 42 District Student Advisory Committee’ s Coins for Kids program,  local businesses, service clubs and  individuals.  In 2010 we registered and assisted 625 families in Maple Ridge and Pitt Meadows,. With the troubled economy we are expecting the same or more this year.
What are our goals? Our goals are to provide a memorable Christmas Day for financially disadvantaged families in Maple Ridge and Pitt Meadows. The day comprises of a sack full of toys for each child from birth to eighteen, value of at least $75.00, and a full day of traditional Christmas food. In addition to the Christmas day spoiling, the families are treated to two days of a free shopping spree at our Rudolph’s Recycle Shoppe and a free shopping spree  for the children to choose a gift to give their parents and caregivers in our Kids Only Gift Shoppe.
Where & when can you find us? 
Office location - Maple Ridge Pitt Meadows Christmas Hamper Society operates from an office located centre grounds at the Albion Fairgrounds (close to the Planet Ice facility). In November our office will be open Monday to Friday from 10am – 4pm and starting Dec 1st we are open seven days a week until December 17th from 10am – 5pm. Our volunteers work at the site and actually sleep there for security needs outside of those times. We will have our toy drop off boxes in both the Haney Place Mall and Valley Fair Mall to assist residents who are unable to get to the fairgrounds location from December 1st. We will also be collecting toy and cash donations at the Christmas Festival, look for us under the big red tent identified with our sideways Santa’s hat logo. .Maple Ridge Pitt Meadows News office, located at 22328 119th Ave, has also generously agreed to accept cash or cheque donations for us.
How can you help?
We are accepting cash, cheques, adult oriented gifts that are suitable for our Kids Only Gift Shoppe, gift wrappings and new unwrapped toys,. The cash is needed to pay for the families Christmas food voucher and toys .Christmas can be a terrible time for some folks but collectively as a community we can take away that anxiety that these families may be experiencing and make this Christmas a memorable one for the less fortunate in our communities. Please help keep Santa alive into the hearts of children on Christmas morning. There will be many opportunities for you and your family to help this season. Please watch for our press releases in this newspaper for ideas.
If you have already started to organize an event please inform the hamper office or this newspaper to share your idea, it could assist another individual or group to do the same.

If you like to consider sponsoring a family for Christmas , please go to our website at www.mrpmchristmashamper.org and click on the Good Neighbour Program where it will tell you about your responsibilities, costs and also an application  form to download to either email or fax back to our office.

REGISTERING FOR A CHRISTMAS HAMPER
Registration times for families who need help this year will be available:
When:  November 13th, 2oth & 30th
Where:  Christmas Hamper Office— Maple Ridge Fairgrounds
When: 10am—2pm

OTHER LOCATIONS AND TIMES:

Royal Canadian Legion– 224th Ave. Thurs, 17th from 10am—2pm
Ridge Meadows Community Services– 119th Ave. — Thurs, November 17th from 10am—2pm

Pitt Meadows Lions Hall— Harris Rd.  Wed, Thurs. 30th from 10am—2pm

DOCUMENTS YOU WILL NEED TO BRING TO QUALIFY

If you receive a monthly financial assistance or disability cheque:

Bring your last stub or print out—care cards for yourself and all family members– proof of residency—photo ID for yourself and proof of age for  any children over 16 years
If your family is low income:

Bring any proof of, or lack of income—wage receipts and  rent, phone, hydro, car payments, bills, etc—care cards for yourself and all family members—proof of residency—photo ID for the person registering for the family and proof of age for any children over 16 years
                    FOR MORE INFORMATION PLEASE PHONE: 604-463-6922 Or email lorraine@mrpmchristmashamper.org
